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By Lin Noueihed and Frederik Richter
MANAMA | Tue Mar 15, 2011 6:44pm EDT

(Reuters) - Bahrain's king declared martial law on
Tuesday as his government struggled to quell an
uprising by the island's Shi'ite Muslim majority that
has drawn in troops from fellow Sunni-ruled
neighbor Saudi Arabia.
Full Focus

An uneasy calm fell on Bahrain overnight, and a defense ministry
statement suggested action against protesters camped out for weeks at
Pearl roundabout could be swift. Forces may impose curfews, disperse
gatherings and evacuate areas, it said.
The three-month state of emergency hands power to Bahrain's security

Italy says G8
worried over Gulf
troops in Bahrain
Tue, Mar 15 2011

UK "extremely
concerned" by
Bahrain state of
emergency
Tue, Mar 15 2011

Saudi Arabia
withdraws Reuters
reporter's permit
Tue, Mar 15 2011

Bahrain's Shi'ite
opposition
condemns martial
law
Tue, Mar 15 2011

forces, which are dominated by the Sunni Muslim elite.
Clashes left three dead. A hospital source said two men, one Bahraini and
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the other Bangladeshi, were killed in clashes in the Shi'ite area of Sitra and
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more than 200 people were wounded in various incidents.
State television said a Bahraini policeman was also killed, denying media
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reports that a Saudi soldier had been shot dead.
Over 60 percent of Bahrainis are Shi'ites who complain of discrimination at
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the hands of the Sunni royal family. Calls for the overthrow of the

World »

monarchy have alarmed the Sunni minority, which fears that unrest could

United Nations »

serve non-Arab Shi'ite power Iran.

Bahrain »

The United States, a close ally of both Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, said it
was concerned about reports of growing sectarianism in the country, home

Related Video

to the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet. It dispatched Assistant Secretary of State
Jeff Feltman to Bahrain to push for dialogue to resolve the crisis.
Speaking in Cairo, U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton said she had told
READ

her Saudi counterpart to promote talks to resolve the situation.
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"In order for the situation to return to normal we have to establish order
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|
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and security and ... stop the violations which have spread disturbances
among the people of our dear country," said Interior Minister Sheikh
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plant explained
8:25am EDT
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Rashed al-Khalifa.
Bahraini state media have said Shi'ite opposition activists, who complain the state has been
naturalizing Sunni foreigners to tip the sectarian balance, are targeting foreigners.
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The opposition says the security forces are full of naturalized foreigners willing to use force
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WRAPUP 5-Gaddafi forces push forward as
US mulls air strikes

against protesters.
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Gaddafi forces push forward as U.S. mulls air
strikes
|
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SAUDI ANXIETY
On Monday, more than 1,000 Saudi troops rolled into the kingdom at the request of Bahrain's
Sunni rulers. The United Arab Emirates has sent 500 policemen and Qatar said it would also send
police.
Thousands of Bahrainis marched on the Saudi embassy in Manama on Tuesday to protest against
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"People are angry, we want this occupation to end. We don't want anybody to help the al-Khalifa or
us," said a protester who gave his name as Salman, referring to the ruling family.
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fromthecenter wrote:
“Such interference and increasing suppression and violent confrontation is not the solution to the
legitimate demands of the people.”
Are you kidding me? What do they call what they do to anyone who opposes they rulers?
Mar 15, 2011 6:23am EDT -- Report as abuse

Realitycheck wrote:
They’ve just set the stage for a sunni shi’ite war. They’ve left no choice to Iran but to send in their own
people.
Mar 15, 2011 8:24am EDT -- Report as abuse

runpl wrote:
As always, the Iranians are forgetting their own “suppression” and “violent confrontation” with the
Presidential election protestors.
Mar 15, 2011 8:30am EDT -- Report as abuse
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