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The Sun Will Look Like A Blazin' Ring Of Fire Today — Here's
How To Watch Live
Miriam Kramer, Space.com | May 9, 2013, 10:31 AM |
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of the International Astronomical Union's working group on eclipses said. Pasachoff traveled to Australia
earlier in the week to prepare for the eclipse with his 10-person team. This eclipse marks the 56th solar
eclipse that Pasachoff has witnessed in person.
"The beauty of an eclipse is that each one is so memorable," Pasachoff told SPACE.com. "They [annular
eclipses] aren't as exciting as total eclipses but it will still be fun to see anyway."
During this kind of eclipse, the moon covers about 95 percent of the sun, but that doesn't mean the sky
will be noticeably darker, experts have said. Special camera and telescope filters, protective eyewear and
other means of defense should be implemented to safely view the eclipse in person.
"The eclipse in Australia begins shortly after sunrise and makes its way over the Pacific Ocean," officials
from Slooh said in a statement. "Because the moon is very nearly at a point farthest from Earth, known as
apogee, it appears too small to fully cover the sun, leaving a thin ring of sunlight or 'annulus' — known as
the 'Ring of Fire.'"
Weather permitting, the Hawaiian Islands, the southern Philippines, eastern Indonesia, parts of Australia,
parts of Papua New Guinea and a sliver of New Zealand will be treated to at least a partial eclipse,
although these parts of the world are outside of the path of annularity.
Today's eclipse follows a partial lunar eclipse that shadowed the moon above Central Asia, Western
Australia, Eastern Europe and Africa. Another minor lunar eclipse will occur on May 24.
This isn't the only solar eclipse of the year. On Nov. 3, a rare annular eclipse that transitions into a total
eclipse — called a hybrid eclipse — will be visible in the northern Atlantic Ocean and into equatorial
Africa.
WARNING: Never look directly at the sun during an eclipse with a telescope or your unaided eye. Severe
eye damage can result and scientists use special filters to safely view the sun.
Editor's note: If you live in the observing area of today's solar eclipse and safely snap an amazing
picture of the sun that you'd like to share for a possible story or image gallery, send photos, comments
and your name and location to Managing Editor Tariq Malik at spacephotos@space.com.
Follow Miriam Kramer on Twitter and Google+. Follow us on Twitter, Facebookand Google+. Original
article onSPACE.com.
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