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From Matthew Chance and Antonia Mortensen, CNN
updated 12:19 PM EST, Thu February 9, 2012

Frostbite claims many victims in Ukraine

STORY HIGHLIGHTS
NEW: Severe cold is set to
carry on through the weekend
in many places, meterologists
say
Paramedics in Ukraine race to
help a homeless man saved by
a good Samaritan
Doctor: Some victims of the
cold are alcoholics, others drink
in the mistaken belief it will
keep them warm
Ukraine's emergencies minister
says 9 out of 10 of the deaths
have been alcohol-related

Kiev, Ukraine (CNN) -- Suffering in the grip of a brutal winter where
temperatures have not risen above freezing in nearly a month,
Ukraine has seen a wave of deaths related to the cold, and the
country's ambulance service is inundated with calls for help.
On one recent night, emergency services raced through the streets
of the capital, Kiev, in response to a call about a homeless man
passed out in the freezing weather.
The man got drunk and either fell asleep or dropped unconscious
outside, putting him at risk of frostbite.
Vladimir Poddubniy, a passerby, found him, brought him indoors
and called for an ambulance.

Part of complete coverage on

CNN recommends
When paramedics arrived, they found the homeless
man, who gave his name simply as Kostya, squatting
drunk on the floor. His hand was so swollen, he could
barely hold his cigarette.

Europe's wintry weather

Poddubniy said the man was freezing to death, so he
brought him inside.
"I felt sorry for him. But I also didn't want to find a
body in the morning," Poddubniy said.

'Not responsible for siphoning gas'

Paramedics determined Kostya needed emergency
hospital care for frostbite, and helped the intoxicated man
to his feet. Kostya was so drunk, he could barely walk
down the stairs.
iReport: Beauty and danger of Europe's snow
But in a country where the cold has claimed at least 112

http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/09/world/europe/europe-cold-snap/index.html?iref=allsearch

Opinion: U.N. can still solve Syria
Salman Shaikh argues that
there is still merit in taking the
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Amid growing outrage over
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Amid growing outrage over
civilian slaughter in Syria,
there are ever more urgent
calls to aid -- or at least
protect -- the uprising. What
are the options?

lives in the past month -- 90% of them alcohol-related,
according to the government -- Kostya can consider
himself lucky to be alive.
Kiev's emergency response team

About 3,000 people have been hospitalized because of
the cold since January 27, officials said.

'Cyber cannibals' spread fear in China
updated 6:01 AM EST, Thu February 9, 2012

Temperatures remained well below the average
Thursday, with the mercury falling to -24 degrees Celsius
(-11.2 degrees Fahrenheit) in parts of Ukraine.
Cold snap strains Europe energy supplies

Shelters overwhelmed in Poland

Authorities there have set up an emergency hospital to
deal with people suffering from cold-related conditions,
and distributed 3,000 emergency relief tents across the
country, they said. The tents are heated, and people with
nowhere else to go can get hot food and drinks.

Dr. Anatoliiy Vershigora, doctor-in-chief at an emergency
help station in Kiev, said many of those suffering from
frostbite and hypothermia and some of those who died
were alcoholics -- but others had been drinking in the
mistaken belief it would help keep them warm.

Chinese online stalkers are
using the "Human Flesh
Search" to target perceived
wrong-doers and humiliate
their victims.

The Maldives: Trouble in paradise
updated 9:28 PM EST, Fri February 10, 2012

The Maldives -- which markets
itself as one of the world's top
luxury destinations -- faces
uncertainty as the nation's
president resigns.
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At this week's Laureus World
Sports Awards, stars including
Steve Waugh, Boris Becker
and Gary Player examine the
role of race on the field of
play.

Ukraine's capital, Kiev, has more than 14,000 homeless people,
among the most vulnerable to winter's bitter chill, authorities said.
"It is an unfortunate fact that a lot of homeless people are alcoholic
or dependent on other substances -- it may be why they are
homeless in the first place," said Joe Lowry, a spokesman for the
International Red Cross in Europe.

Why nudging may save the planet
updated 1:05 PM EST, Fri February 10, 2012

"Nudging" can influencing
behavior without using force or
incentives -- and experts hope
it can encourage better
treatment of the environment.

"Alcohol creates the illusion of being warm, so it's not surprising that
people are drinking and not surprising that they pass out," he said,
adding that this is when hypothermia can occur.
"Our approach would be to try to get to these people before they
have too much to drink, if we can find them and get them to safety.
Obviously, a full belly or hot drinks is far, far better for you than
vodka."
Red Cross volunteers have been working with authorities to help
distribute warm clothing, boots, hot food and drinks in the Ukraine
and elsewhere, Lowry said from Slovakia.

What Airbus A380 fault scare means
updated 8:55 PM EST, Wed February 8, 2012

Safety checks have been
ordered for cracks found in the
wings of the Airbus A380.
Where does this leave
passengers and the industry?

Can Iran lessen risk of war?
updated 5:03 PM EST, Sat February 11, 2012

Anthony Cordesman says that
while tension between the
U.S. and Iran continues to
rise, Israel may be issuing
threats to push Tehran
towards talks.

But, he added, the people who are most in need of help are often
hard to locate. "These people are outside the normal safety nets,
difficult to find, and don't realize the great danger they are in."
Kiev marked its 25th consecutive day of below-freezing
temperatures Thursday. It would normally expect a high of -2
degrees Celsius (28 degrees Fahrenheit) at this time of year, CNN
meteorologist Brandon Miller said.

How cold spell is hitting Europe
Freezing weather conditions
have swept across Europe,
blanketing the continent in
snow and ice.

And there is little respite in sight for those suffering in the unusual
cold.
Another surge of frigid air is pushing westward out of Russia into
the rest of Europe for the end of the week, with Central and Eastern
Europe catching the brunt of the coldest air.

A tale of one city: Dickensian London
updated 10:25 PM EST, Sat February 11, 2012

How author Charles Dickens,
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The cities of Bucharest, Belgrade and Sarajevo saw their coldest
mornings so far this winter Thursday, with temperatures dipping to 24 degrees Celsius (-11.2 degrees Fahrenheit) in the Romanian and
Serbian capitals and -19 degrees Celsius (-2.2 degrees Fahrenheit)
in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The region can expect below freezing temperatures through the
weekend, CNN meteorologist Mari Ramos said.

NewsPulse
Most popular stories right now

http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/09/world/europe/europe-cold-snap/index.html?iref=allsearch

Page 2 of 7

Ukraine's emergency services under pressure as winter bites - CNN.com

Parts of the Danube River, one of the most important rivers in
Europe for commerce, have nearly frozen over for the first time in
25 years, showing not only the intensity of the cold snap, but also its
longevity.
At least four countries have halted shipping along sections of the
1,700 mile-long waterway because of the risk of damage to vessels'
hulls, Ramos said, adding that the river is not only used for
transport but for drinking water, irrigation and tourism. Areas along
the Black Sea coast have also frozen over, she added.
Western Europe can also expect more cold as the week ends, with
snow forecast in many parts of England and Wales overnight
Thursday to Friday.
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The sustained cold spell is putting a strain on power providers
across the region.
Germany announced Wednesday it would fall back on its energy
reserves and restart several fossil-fuel power stations that have
been dormant for some time.
A combination of below freezing temperatures, insufficient yields
from renewable energy sources, and interruptions to natural gas
imports from Russia have aggravated a discrepancy in energy
production left behind by Berlin's decision last year to rid Germany
of nuclear power.
Germany decided to phase out all nuclear energy in the wake of the
meltdown at Japan's Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, triggered by
an earthquake and tsunami.
A spokeswoman from Germany's Federal Network Agency, the
government body responsible for the country's electricity and gas
infrastructure, said that when eight nuclear reactors were taken off
line last year, the ability of Germany's four network providers to
compensate for unexpected interruptions in service was affected.
The energy supply situation is especially tense in the south because
that is where much of the country's industry is concentrated, she
added.
The cold snap has raised questions over Europe's reliance on
Russia for gas as supplies sent via Ukraine have dipped below the
expected levels.
Ukrainian Energy Minister Yuri Boyko said electricity consumption in
the country is historically high.
But in an interview with CNN, he rejected suggestions that Ukraine
has been siphoning off gas as it transits from Russia to Europe.
Gazprom, Russia's gas monopoly, has denied sending lower
volumes of gas to Europe.
At least 250 people have died across the region in the cold weather.
CNN's Laura Smith-Spark, Christopher Cottrell and Claudia Otto contributed to this
report.
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